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A WORD FROM OUR ED 
NJERI GATERU

Friends, siblings, partners; beloveds. Karibuni
Upinde Awards 2022. As you know, this is our
10th iteration, of what has become known
over the years as the ‘IT’ queer calendar
event!!! It certainly is the one that all of us at
NGLHRC look forward to the most in the year! 
Today we get to celebrate and shine a light
on the incredible courage and work of 18
different nominees, ranging from individuals,
organisations, small businesses and
collectives. The collection of nominees cuts
across age and gap divides, from South B to
Kilifi, Eldoret to Uganda, those who are on
their fourth year of activism to a category
that boast a total of 80 years of experience
total. Every single nominee made the list
because something they did, said, made,
gave, who they are and how they show up
has walked us a step closer to our shared
dream of a universe of equals.
Nominees, you are seen, your work is
acknowledged, and from the bottoms of our
hearts, WE ARE GRATEFUL!

Allow me give special flowers to the
incredible, formidable team at NGLHRC,
the members of our board, and you all to
our guests, for loving us and showing up,
consistently through the year!!
To the event sponsors, Open Society
Foundations, American Jewish World
Service, Right Here Right Now and CREA,
we are eternally grateful for your belief in
our work and your support!!! Continue
walking with us and see how this version
of the world becomes the one we desire!!





C H A N Z O  A W A R D -  A W A R D  R E C O G N I Z I N G  A N D
A P P R E C I A T I N G  T H E  H U M A N  R I G H T S  W O R K  O F
Y O U N G  A N D  U P C O M I N G  H U M A N  R I G H T S
D E F E N D E R S  A N D  I N I T I A T I V E S ,  W H O  A R E  U N A F R A I D
T O  S T A N D  U P  A N D  S P E A K  F O R  H U M A N  R I G H T S  

U T U M I S H I  A W A R D  –  A W A R D  H O N O U R S  I N N O V A T I V E
P A R T N E R S H I P S  I N  S E R V I C E  D E L I V E R Y  A N D
E N G A G E M E N T  W I T H I N  T H E  L G B T I Q +  R I G H T S
M O V E M E N T
 
S H U J A A  A W A R D  –  A W A R D  P R E S E N T E D  T O
I N D I V I D U A L  W H O  H A S  D E M O N S T R A T E D  I M M E N S E
A C T S  O F  C O U R A G E  I N  T H E I R  P R O T E C T I O N  O F  T H E
H U M A N  R I G H T S  O F  L G B T I Q +  P E R S O N S

U B U N I F U  A W A R D  –  A W A R D  P R E S E N T E D  T O  A
P E R S O N ,  O R G A N I Z A T I O N ,  O R  P L A T F O R M  T H A T  U S E S
C R E A T I V I T Y  A S  A  S I T E  O F  A C T I V I S M  W H E T H E R
T H R O U G H  V I S U A L  A R T S ,  S T O R Y T E L L I N G ,
P O D C A S T I N G ,  B L O G G I N G  O R  O T H E R  F O R M S  O F
M E D I A  A R T S  O R  C O M M U N I C A T I O N

N G U Z O  A W A R D  –  A W A R D  R E C O G N I Z E S  F U N D I N G
P A R T N E R S ,  G O V E R N M E N T
A G E N C I E S / D E P A R T M E N T S ,  A L L I E S ,  F A M I L Y
M E M B E R S ,  M E D I A ,  L G B T I Q +  I N D I V I D U A L S ,  A N D
I N S T I T U T I O N S  W H O S E  F I N A N C I A L ,  T E C H N I C A L ,  A N D
I N - K I N D  S U P P O R T  H A S  H E L P E D  M A K E  S I G N I F I C A N T
C O N T R I B U T I O N S  T O  T H E  H E A L T H ,  R I G H T S ,  A N D
W E L L - B E I N G  O F  L G B T I Q +  I N D I V I D U A L S  I N  K E N Y A  

F A H A R I  A W A R D  -  T H E  A W A R D  H O N O U R S
I N D I V I D U A L S  I N  T H E  L G B T I Q +  C O M M U N I T Y  W H O
H A V E  S H O W N  L O N G - L A S T I N G  O U T S T A N D I N G
S E R V I T U D E  A N D  D E D I C A T I O N  T O  T H E  C O M M U N I T Y .
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